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March 2nd 2022                     6:30 PM 

 

Notes about Ash Wednesday 
 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent.  It marks the beginning of a special time of reflection on 

the true nature and cost of our sins and the great redeeming love God has for us. 

 

Ash Wednesday receives its name from the tradition of placing ashes on the foreheads of wor-

shipers.  Ashes have a two-fold significance.  They are a sign of repentance before God; in hu-

mility, people filled with guilt over their sins would dress themselves in sackcloth and ashes.  

Ashes also serve as a solemn reminder that we are all mortal.  Since a day is coming when our 

bodies, too, will return to dust and ashes, we come before God seeking his forgiveness and 

promise of the resurrection to eternal life. 

 

Ash Wednesday services focus on self-examination and repentance as we enter the season of 

Lent.  There is no preservice or postlude music.  As our service draws to a close, we rejoice to 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper, receiving in his true body and blood the gift of his forgiveness.  

Following the teachings of Scripture, we ask that only confirmed members of a Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod or Evangelical Lutheran Synod church commune with us today.  

Our pastor would be happy to answer any questions you have. 

 

May God bless your worship, your Lenten reflection, and your Easter joy. 

 

 

OFFERING  
Our offerings are an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us,                          

and a way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work. 
  

You can place your offering in the plate in the entryway,  
or through our secure online giving site. 

 

Shining Mountains Lutheran Church 

1710 Vaquero Parkway + Bozeman MT  

Pastor Jeffrey Sonntag 

406.586.7979 + pastor@shiningmountains.org 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbcC0NdpfuajgwPqsIUsWbxeXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxyLlc48m-Sq6fi1kClwaXDA=&ver=3
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HYMN #113                   Upon the Cross Extended 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 
 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to love all      
humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our neigh-
bors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By our sin we 
grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to him and 
live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, 
to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for 
us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 
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 During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his res-
urrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death. As     disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that 
leads us away from love of God and neighbor.  

 

 I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit           
yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of                 
reflection and  self-examination. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 
STAND 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M:  Most holy and merciful Father, 
C:  We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault,  
  by our own grievous fault  

In thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  
  and by what we have left undone. 
 
M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  

We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
M: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  

The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
M: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
M: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate than                

ourselves 
C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 



5 

 

M: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work 
C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 
 

M: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us 
C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 
 

M: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and suffering 
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

M: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and          
contempt for those who differ from us, 

C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

M: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 
C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

M: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
C:  Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 

At the direction of the ushers, those who desire to receive the sign of ashes come forward.   
Baptized children may come forward at their parents discretion. 
 

The minister applies ashes to the forehead or hand of each in the form of a small cross, saying: 
 

M:  Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

After all who desire have received ashes, the minister says: 
 

M: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 
C: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
M: By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 
C: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but             
rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.  

 

 Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father & of the Son & of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray: 
 Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive 

those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent 
of our sins and  obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
BE SEATED 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING        2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2 
 

We urge you, on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him, who did not 
know sin, to become sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in 
him. 
 

6:1As fellow workers we also urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2For he says: 
 At a favorable time I listened to you, 
 and in the day of salvation I helped you. 
Look, now is the favorable time! See, now is the day of salvation! 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY                    Psalm 51a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have mercy on me, O God,* 
 according to your unfailing love. 
 
Wash away all my iniquity,* 
 and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
For I know my transgressions,* 
 and my sin is always before me. 
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Refrain 
 
Against you, you only, have I sinned* 
 and done what is evil in your sight. 
 
Surely I was sinful at birth,* 
 sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 
Hide your face from my sins,* 
 and blot out all my iniquity. 
 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,* 
 and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                                Matthew 26:20-25 
 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, he 
said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and 
began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped 
his hand in the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better 
for that man if he had not been born.” Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, 
Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”  
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HYMN #304                                Jesus Sinners Does Receive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SERMON                       Matthew 26:20-25 
Is it I? 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn spiritual journey of Lent, we come 
before you in deep humility. We confess that we are sinners, both by the nature we inherit 
and by the sinful thoughts and desires, words and actions that nature produces. Because of 
our sins, we deserve only your wrath and punishment. Yet you reveal yourself, not only as 
a God of holiness and justice but as a God of mercy and love. Despairing of our own merits 
and worthiness, and in response to your gracious invitation, we come pleading for your 
forgiveness. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake. 
 

M: You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. 
You sent him into our world to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all people. Help us 
grasp by faith the great truth that the pain and suffering, the mockery and ridicule, and the 
death and punishment he endured should have been ours. Help us understand that in in-
comprehensible love he suffered and died for us. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake. 
 
M: In silent meditation let us reflect on our sins, praise our Savior for the forgiveness he has 

won for us, and ask for God’s continued grace to remove any doubt that we are forgiven. 
 

Time for silent meditation follows. 
 

M: God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be with us as we follow the way of the 
cross. As we contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion, build us up in our faith. Renew 
in us the zeal to serve you by reflecting your love in our lives. Give us the desire and the 
ability to boldly proclaim the grace in which we stand, so that all for whom you lived and 
died may join us in fellowship now and in your presence forever. 

C: We offer our humble thanks and praise, our prayers and petitions, and ourselves in body 
and spirit to you, Lord God. Hear us, according to your promise, for Jesus’ sake, who also 
taught us to pray: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our  trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

HYMN #742                                               What Is This Bread? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
(Shining Mountains honors the Bible’s teaching of close communion.  (1 Cor. 11:28-29, 1 Cor. 10:16-
17, Romans 16:17, 2 Cor. 6:14). We ask that only confirmed members of a WELS or ELS church                   
partake of the Sacrament. Visitors are encouraged to speak to the pastor if they have any questions.) 

 

THANKSGIVING  
 

M:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 
HYMN #125                    When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 

 


